BALDOCK  urban 


DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


annual  report 
of  the 

medical  0 p p I c l r op  health 

for  the  year 

1954 


VICTOR  R.  WALKER.,  M.B . , Ch.B . , B . Sc  . , D . P.  H,  , 

District  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (and 
Divisional  Medical  Officer  for  North  Herts.  Area)., 
Divisional  Health  Office, 

12  Brand  Street, 

Hi  tchin. 

(Telephone:  Hitchin  3757) 


Baldock  U.D. C . , 

Council  Offices, 

Baldock. 

(Telephone:  Baldock  33^) 


BALDOCK  URBiiK  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


To  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Council „ 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Lewis  and  Gentlemen, 

By  direction  of  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  28/^4  I submit 
a report  on  the  health  of  the  district  for  the  year  1954. 

The  local  vital  statistics  give  a generally  favourable 
picture  for  Baldock,  though  the  local  birth  rate  (14,1)  has 
fallen  markedly  from  the  previously  higher  annual  rates.  The 
very  low  local  death  rate  (7»6)  indicates  the  continued  favourable 
age  distribution  of  population. 

During  the  year  there  was  again  a marked  absence  from  the 
district  of  serious  infectious  disease  and,  with  the  higher-than- 
average  local  distribution  of  young  families,  the  health  aspects 
of  housing  continue  particularly  pressing. 

I would  asknowledge  having  received  during  the  year  every 
consideration  and  help  from  your  Council  and  its  officers. 

I am,  ivirs.  Lewis  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

V.R.WALKDR 

District  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

August,  1995. 


SECTION  A LOCAL  STATISTICS 


Area  of  District  

Population  - Registrar  General's  Estimate 
for  mid-1954 . ... 

Number  of  separately  rated  heridi tamcnts 
at  31st  December,  1954. 

Number  of  separate  dwellings  (included  in 
above  figure)  at  31st  December,  1954  ... 


542  acres. 

6,670 

1,940 


Rateable  Value 

Sum  Represented  by  a Penny  Rate 


1,639 

...  £37,892 
. . ,£146. 17. Id. 
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Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year  19'p4 
LIVE  BIRTHS; 


URBAN 

DISTRICT 

Legi timate 

87 

49 

38 

Illegi timate 

7 

3 

4 

All 

94 

32 

42 

Rate  per  1,000  of  the 

estimated 

resident  population 

• » 0 

coo 

• 00 

14.1 

STILLBIRTHS: 

Legi timate 

3 

3 

Illegi timate 

1 

1 

- 

All 

4 

4 

- 

Rate  per  1,000  total 

(live 

and  still)  births 

0 • 0 

e e • 

« • 0 

40.8 

deaths : 

31 

23 

28 

Rate  per  1,000  of  the 

estimated 

resident  population 

0 « • 

• 0 0 

• 0 0 

7.6 

DEaTH  rates  op  infant, 

S UNDER  ONE 

YEAR 

OP  AGE: 

All  infants  per  1,000 

li  ve 

births 

000 

10.6 

Rate  for  legitimate  infants 

per 

1,000  legitimate  births.. 

» • • 

000 

11.5 

Rate  for  illegitimate 

infants  per 

1,000  illegitimate  births 

0 0 • 

000 

0.0 

Wales 


15.2 


24.0 


110 


Actual  nmnlDer  of  such  deaths:  (a)  under 

4 weeks 

Legitimate  1 

Illegitimate 


and  (b)  totals  under 
1 year. 


o e 0 
e 0 0 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 
Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  sites) 

Deaths  from  Measles  . , . ... 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ... 

Deaths  from  other  infective  and 
parasitic  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Coioment  on  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year 

The  estimated  mid-year  population  showed  a further  increase 
of  94  persons. 
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For  the  first  time  for  a mimher  of  years  the  local  hirth 
rate  (14.1)  falls  below  the  national  figure.  The  somewhat  un- 
favourable still-birth  rate  for  the  year  (on  small  numbers)  is 
completely  balanced  by  the  very  favourable  infant  mortality 
figure . 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were:  Heart  and  other  Circulatory 
Diseases  22,  Cancer  (all  sites)  6,  and  Vascular  Lesions  of  the 
Nervous  System  5. 

SECTION  B GENERAL  PROVISION  OP  HEALTH  SERVICES 


No  important  change  occurred  during  the  year, 

SECTION  C SANITiH^Y  CIRCUIvISTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

1.  Water  Supply.  All  premises  in  the  district  are  provided  with 
a direct  piped  supply  of  wa'er,  which  is  treated  and  supplied 
in  bulk  to  the  Council's  Undertaking  by  the  First  Garden  City 
Ltd.,  The  supply  has  been  satisfactory  both  in  quantity  and 
quality,  and  results  of  chemical  analyses  and  bacteriological 
examinations  of  samples  have  all  been  satisfactory. 

2.  Sewage  Disposal.  On  21st  June,  195^  the  Baldock  Sewage 
pisposal  Irrigation  Works  were  abandoned  and  sewage  is  now 
pumped  to  Letchwo-z'th  for  treatment  at  the  new  Letchworth  Works 
v/hich  were  opened  by  Ernest  liarples  Esq.,  M.P.,  Parliamentary 
Secretary  to  che  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government. 

A new  pumping  station  and  storm  water  treatment  tank  has  been 
provided  in  Baldock  together  with  a rising  main  and  gravity 
sewer  to  Letchworth,  With  such  abandonment  the  formerly  over- 
loaded and  sewage-sick  land  has  now  been  cleaned,  levelled, 
ploughed  and  put  under  cultivation,  removing  forever  the 
nuisance  which  previously  caused  considerable  distress  to 
residents  in  the  Norton  section  of  the  town. 

Caravan  Site.  There  is  one  caravan  site  in  the  area  for  which 
consent  was  granted  under  the  Town  & Country  Planning  Act, 

1947  and  license  given  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  I936, 

This  site  is  within  the  curtilage  of  Bondor  Ltd.,  adjacent 
to  their  sports  field,  and  has  provision  for  six  trailer 
type  caravans.  There  is  on  the  site  wrater  closet  accommo- 
dation and  washing  facilities  for  the  occupants  together 
with  a piped  water  supply  and  facilities  for  the  storage 
and  collection  of  domestic  refuse.  The  site  is  well  main- 
tained and  the  general  circumstances  satisfactory  from  the 
sanitary  point  of  view. 

4.  Public  Cleansing.  A weekly  collection  of  refuse  is  maintained, 
and  the  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  tipping. 

5 • Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area  (other  than  dw^ellinghouses 
and  food  premises).  “ 

(a)  Number  of  inspections  carried  out  under 

Factories  Act  13 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  carried  out  under 

Petroleum  Acts  2 

(c)  Number  of  inspections  carried  out  in 

connection  with  drainage  and  sewage..  62 

(d)  Number  of  inspections  carried  out  in 
connection  with  water  supply  and  sampling  16 

(e)  Mscellaneous  inspections  35 
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(f)  Kumtier  of  nuisances  investigated  and 

dealt  v¥ith ')Z 

(g)  Number  of  investigations  regarding 

infectious  diseases 2 

(h)  Rodent  Control.  During  the  year  81  separate 
premises  were  treated  for  infestations  of  rats  and 
mice,  involving  263  visits  and  inspections.  In 
addition,  maintenance  treatment  of  sewers  was 
carried  out  in  April  and  November.  Operations 
were  severely  curtailed  as  the  Council  were  unable 
to  fill  the  post  of  rodent  operator  for  five 
months.  During  this  period  complaints  were  in- 
vestigated and  treatments  carried  out  where 
necessary  by  the  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector. 


SECTION  D HOUSING 


Council  Housing  Scheme . 

During  the  year  the  scheme  of  36  houses  sponsored  by  S, 
A, Gregory  Ltd.,  at  Heston  Hills  Estate  were  completed  and 
occupied,  and  tovmrds  the  end  of  the  year  negotiations  were 
proceeding  with  Unity  Structures  for  the  erection  of  ')6  Unity 
type  non-tradi tional  houses  on  the  Hopewell  Road  Lstate. 


Consideration  was  also  being  given  to  the  acquisition  of 
further  land  available  within  the  urban  district,  and  your 
Council  is  considering  what  steps  can  be  taken  to  acquire  land 
outside  the  urban  district  for  the  purpose  of  completing  its 
housing  scheme  and  accommodating  the  additional  population 
envisaged  in  the  County  Development  Plan. 


Inspection  of  Dwellinghouses  during  the  Year. 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  (for  housing 

defects  under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Act)  ...  81 

N'omber  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  1^6 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  fouhd  to  be  in  a state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ... 

(3)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  (2)  above)  found  not  to  be 
in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 

hebb  itation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

(4)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  under 
Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts;- 

( a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ... 

(3)  Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit 

in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 

Authority  or  its  officers ...  9 

( 6 ) Housing  Act  1936  - Overcrowding . 

(a)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at 

the  end  of  the  year. . . ...  ...  ...  7 

Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  3 

Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  81 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding 

reported  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  1 

(c)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  6 
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(d) 


Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling- 
houses  have  again  become  overcrowded  after 
the  Local  Authority  has  taken  steps  for 
the  abatement  of  overcrowding None 

SECTION  E INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OP  POOD 


During  the  year  ~j0  inspections  of  food  premises  (including 
shops  and  market  stalls)  viere  made  and,  where  necessary,  informal 
action  was  taken  to  secure  compliance  with  the  Council's  Byelaws 
and  the  Pood  & Drugs  Act,  1938. 

There  are  no  ice-cream  manufacturers  in  the  district.  Samples 
of  ice-cream  from  retailers  were  taken  regularly  and  submitted  to 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  bacteriological  examination 
(methylene  blue  test).  Of  those  taken  75';.-  fell  into  Grades  1 
or  2 and  two  samples  fell  into  Grades  3 and  4. 

There  is  no  slaughterhouse,  food  factory,  or  dairy  (other 
than  one  dairy  farm,  which  is  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture)  within  the  district. 

The  following  foodstuffs  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption. 


88  lbs  Imported  Canned  Meat 
32  lbs  Cheese 

SEC TIQN  P PPlEVaLANCI.  OP,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 
Airo 'OTHER  DISEASE'S 

For  the  year  local  notifications  of  acute  infectious 
diseases  (after  correction)  were:-  Dhooping  Cough  - 11, 

Infective  Jaundice  - 3 and  Pood  Poisoning  - 1. 

Such  numbers  are  seen  to  be  remarkably  lo?/. 

V/ho oping  Cough  was  almost  confined  to  the  first  quarter, 
v/hile  the  3 cases  of  Infective  Jaundice  all  occurred  in  the  last 
quarter.  The  one  notification  of  Pood  Poisoning  on  investigation 
appeared  an  allergic  illness  from  bottled  shellfish. 

No  notifications  of  either  scarlet  fever  or  measles  were 
received  during  the  year;  an  outbreak  of  mea.sles  can  almost 
certainly  be  expected  in  1953* 

Despite  the  continued  absence  of  diphtheria  from  the  district 
for  yet  another  year  the  offer  of  infant  protection  by  immunisation 
continues  to  be  accepted  by  a good  majority  of  parents.  At  Infant 
Welfare  Centres  immunisation  against  Whooping  Cough  became  available 
in  the  latter  half  of  the  year  to  young  infants  (under  two  years). 

TUBERCULOSIS 


Of  the 
domiciled  5 
group.  One 


six  notifications  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  locally 
were  females,  3 belonging  to  the  young  15-24  age 
death  (male)  occurred  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 
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Ilew  Cases  and  Deaths  during  the  year  19^4 


New  Gases 


Deaths 


Respiratory  Non-Re spiratory  Respiratory  Non-Respiratory 


Age 

Periods.  M.  F,  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F. 

0 - 1 - 

l - 5 - 

9 - 15  - 

15  - 25  1(1)  3 

25  - 35  - 

35  - 45  3(1)  - 

45  - 55  2(2)  1 - - 

55  - 65  - 

and  over  - - - - 

1 1 1 1 i t I 1 1 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

1 1 ! 1 1 1 1 1 1 

1 i 1 1 iH  t 1 1 1 

Totals  6(4)  4 - - 

1 - - - 

Deaths  allocated  by  the  Registrar- 
General  after  final  transf ers . , . , . . 

1 - - - 

Footnote : Figures  of  new  cases  include  inward  transfers  from 

other  areas,  the  number  of  such  being  shown  additionally 
in  brackets. 

V.  R,  WALKIIR 

District  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


August,  1955” 


